
 Cairo Traffic Rules 

Rule 1 

The concept of “right of way” is practically unknown in Egypt. If you drive on our roads using this concept you are 
likely to kill at least a dozen people before you reach your destination. We do have our own local version of right of 
way though. Larger vehicles have right of way over smaller vehicles. Pedestrians already walking across the street, 
despite the fact that they look like they are on a suicide mission, have the right of way. Cars that beat you by filling 
the gap in traffic you’re aiming for with the front of their car have the right of way. 

Rule 2 

ALL LANES ARE NOT CREATED EQUAL:  
There is a reason why one lane is moving particularly slowly. Do not feel loyal to your lane. If you do, you are an 
idiot. Get yourself into the moving lane no matter what it takes. 

Rule3 

Never get caught in a lane where cars will eventually turn left or right, even if you’re one of the cars that plans to do 
so. You’ll get stuck in this lane forever waiting for the slow idiots at the head of the lane. Stay on the outside of this 
lane until you get as close as you can to the turn off point and then turn. 
 

Rule 4 

THE NO-SECOND RULE FOR SLOW-MOVING TRAFFIC:  
Never allow gaps to exist in front or around you in slow-moving traffic. Rush to fill these gaps. This will get you to 
your destination quicker. People who do not fill gaps in traffic are idiots and take twice as long to get home as the 
rest of us. 
 

Rule 5 

There is competition over the gaps in traffic. The general rule is that the car that manages to get its front into the 
gap first is the car that has the right to fill the gap. This means that the fronts of cars are frequently fighting over 
space. Learn the dance. Learn to win. And learn to be honourable when you lose. 
 

Rule 6 

THE MILLISECOND RULE FOR AVERAGE-MOVING TRAFFIC:  
Always expect that the car directly in front of you might suddenly stop in the middle of the road for no obvious 
reason. If you are too close to it you will get stuck behind it or you will crash into it.  
 

Rule 7 

THE 10-SECOND RULE FOR FAST MOVING TRAFFIC:  
On the Ring Road, keep as much of a gap as humanly possible between your car and every other vehicle on the 
road. 
 

Rule 8 

UP, DOWN, AND ALL AROUND:  
As you drive, your eyes need to be looking everywhere; down for potholes and speed bumps, all around you for cars 
and pedestrians (you need to reach the stage where you know what their next move will be), and up for falling 
bricks from newly constructed buildings. 
 

Rule 9 

TWO-WAY ONE-WAYS:  
If you are on a one-way street or if you are going down an exit ramp from the Ring Road, never assume that all cars 
will be moving in the same direction. You are allowed to curse, yell, and make crazy hand signals at the idiot 
traveling in the opposite direction. But you should never drive as if no one will be. 
 

Rule 10 

RESPECT THE PEDESTRIANS, BUT NOT ALL OF THEM: Do not wave your hands angrily or threaten to run over any 
crossing pedestrian who is not a man between the ages of 20 to 45. Women in general, women with children, men 
with children, children, and senior citizens are courteously stopped for so they can cross no matter how stupid they 
are acting by crossing in the middle of a busy intersection and despite the fact that they have just created an 
unnecessary bottle neck in the road. You can, on the other hand, curse, give angry hand signals, and pretend that 
you’re about to run over men between the ages of 20 to 45 who are doing the same. They deserve it. 
 

Rule 11 

U-TURNS: 
If you want to make a u-turn into a busy street and the drivers aren’t giving you a break to turn, ease the front of 
your car bit by bit into the road until you’ve forced a car to stop for you. If that doesn’t work, catch a driver’s eye, 
smile, and make the hand signal for “Would you mind, kind sir, if I turned in front of you?” 
 

Rule 12 
If someone blinds you with their high lights blind them right back with yours. 
 

Rule 13 

Honking is completely acceptable in Cairo. Give a little honk to cars that you are passing even if they are in a 
separate lane so that they know they can’t make a sudden move into your lane at that moment. Most drivers in 
Egypt don’t use their side mirrors so they would have no reason to notice you otherwise. Give a loud continuous 
honk to the idiots holding up a lane, the jerks who suddenly stop in the middle of the road for no obvious reason, 
and male pedestrians ages 20 to 45 attempting to cross a busy road. 
 

 


